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or less rigorously enforced. But there was a statesmanlike differ-
ence drawn between the laity and the priests, and between being
and becoming a Catholic; nor was moderation absent from the
application of the law. There can be little doubt that this was
largely due to the Queen herself, whose mind, with its secular
view of the problem, its dislike of bloodshed, and its relative
tolerance, was essentially modem. Her sister Mary, a Catholic
first and an Englishwoman afterwards, had fought Protestant-
ism as heresy, in accordance with her religious instincts, using
the ecclesiastical courts and the stake. Elisabeth persecuted - if
that word must be used - in the name of patriotism, through the
secular courts and with secular punishments. She had a pro-
found belief in the loyalty of the people to her, and self-pride
was involved in her attitude. Councillors were constantly com-
plaining of her lenity. * Nothing in this world grieveth me
more', wrote Leicester to Walsingham in September 1582, * than
to see her Majesty believes this increase of papists in her realm
can be no danger to her. ... If she suffer this increase but one
year more, as she hath done these two or three years past, it will
be too late to give or take counsel to help it.'

Threatened at home, threatened as she now was by a new
turn of events in Scotland, threatened from abroad, Elizabeth
had to cling to France and Alengon to prevent the Catholic
storm from completely encircling and overwhelming her. She
went about it in her own peculiar, variable way, nonplussing-
even Burghley, and driving Walsingham to distraction with her
tergiversations. * If you mean it ../he wrote of the marriage.
e If you mean it not....9 In reality, she would now have preferred
an alliance with France, without the marriage, leaving Alen$on
dependent on his brother. But the King and Catherine de* Medici
were not to be caught in that way. What they wanted was to pin
the elusive Elizabeth down by marriage, saddle her with Alen-
$on*s adventures, and if possible let her pay the price of war
with Spain; not, as they feared, be pushed into war themselves
and then left in the lurch. Catherine actually tried to persuade
her son to forsake England for Spain and marry a Spanish bride.
Elizabeth thereupon blew warmly upon the courtship. Escape